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CONGRATULATING ALEX 
CHANDLER 

HON. THOMAS G. TANCREDO 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 12, 2007 

Mr. TANCREDO. Madam Speaker, I am 
honored to highlight an outstanding achieve-
ment of a young leader from my congressional 
district. Mr. Alex Chandler of Heritage High 
School in Littleton, Colorado was the elected 
Youth Governor of the YMCA Youth in Gov-
ernment Program and will attend the 2007 
Youth Governor’s Conference in Washington, 
DC this June. 

Mr. Chandler’s road to Washington is not 
unlike those taken by current Members of 
Congress. After a vigorous campaign, he was 
elected Youth Governor of Colorado to rep-
resent more than 50,000 of his peers. He was 
then given the task of executing the duties of 
his office against those of a mock legislature 
and judicial system. Due to his outstanding 
political and leadership abilities, Mr. Chandler 
will be one of 40 Youth Governors chosen to 
attend the conference. 

The Youth Governor’s Conference has been 
held annually in Washington, DC since 1964, 
granting high school students a rare and 
unique opportunity to meet and engage their 
elected officials in Congress, policy makers, 
and other prominent political personalities. 
This exceptional event seeks to provide these 
young individuals a greater understanding of 
America’s political system, a familiarity of the 
major players within it, and exposure to the 
important issues of our era. 

Madam Speaker, all of Colorado can take 
pride in the performance of Mr. Chandler and 
his great political potential. He is an excellent 
role model for his peers as well as a symbol 
of this country’s future leadership. Please join 
me in commending Mr. Chandler for his suc-
cesses. 
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SENATOR JOSEPH BIDEN PRO-
POSES INTERNATIONAL NU-
CLEAR LIBRARY TO THWART NU-
CLEAR TERRORISM 

HON. TOM LANTOS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 12, 2007 

Mr. LANTOS. Madam Speaker, I would like 
to call the attention of my colleagues in the 
House to a recent article by the distinguished 
Chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee, Senator JOSEPH BIDEN of Dela-
ware. For the past 34 years that he has 
served in the Congress, Senator BIDEN has 
been a steadfast proponent of strong Amer-
ican policies to deal with nuclear non-prolifera-
tion. 

In a column published last week in the Wall 
Street Journal Senator BIDEN proposed an 

‘‘International Nuclear Library’’ that would 
store the nuclear signatures of the stockpiles 
of nuclear materials of all participating nations. 
Such a program would allow not only the 
United States but all participating countries to 
know that if any nuclear materials were inap-
propriately used, it would be possible to iden-
tify with certainty just where the culprits found 
their nuclear materials—a very strong deter-
rence to misuse. 

Madam Speaker, Senator BIDEN’s proposal 
would encourage more responsible behavior 
by countries with nuclear materials. It would 
provide a strong incentive for close monitoring 
of nuclear stockpiles. This plan would also 
give all participating countries a source for any 
radioactive materials that have entered or 
exited their borders. 

I welcome Senator BIDEN’s excellent and 
progressive proposal. Madam Speaker, I ask 
that Senator BIDEN’s article be placed in the 
RECORD, and I urge all of my colleagues to 
give it careful and thoughtful attention. 
[From the Wall Street Journal, June 4, 2007] 

CSI: NUKES 
(By Senator Joseph Biden) 

The most dangerous threat America faces 
is the possibility that one of the world’s 
most extreme groups—like al Qaeda—gets its 
hands on a nuclear bomb. Luckily, a would- 
be nuclear terrorist cannot make the ingre-
dients for a modern-day Hiroshima by him-
self. Either a state will have to give or sell 
him a bomb or the nuclear material to make 
one, or the terrorist will have to steal the 
material. 

To bring deterrence into the 21st century 
and prevent an attack from ever occurring, 
the United States and other potential tar-
gets of nuclear terrorism must take advan-
tage of nuclear terrorists’ reliance on states. 

The U.S. has long deterred a nuclear at-
tack by states, by clearly and credibly 
threatening devastating retaliation. Now is 
the time for a new type of deterrence: We 
must make clear in advance that we will 
hold accountable any country that contrib-
utes to a terrorist nuclear attack, whether 
by directly aiding would-be nuclear terror-
ists or willfully neglecting its responsibility 
to secure the nuclear weapons or weapons- 
usable nuclear material within its borders. 
Deterrence cannot rest on words alone. It 
must be backed up by capabilities. 

Before, we relied on being able to track in-
coming bombers or missiles to know who had 
attacked us. Today, because a nuclear bomb 
might be delivered in a rental van or a boat, 
the credibility of the new deterrence will 
rest on our scientific ability to examine the 
air and ground debris created by an attack 
to determine the source of the nuclear mate-
rial. 

Building on work from the Cold War, the 
U.S. is a leader in this new science of nuclear 
forensics. Any country today that aids a 
would-be nuclear terrorist, through action or 
neglect, has to be concerned about getting 
caught. But we can and must do more to im-
prove our ability in this area, and to make 
our ability to trace the source of a nuclear 
explosion widely known. We need more nu-
clear forensics research, more scientists to 
analyze nuclear samples, and an assured 
ability—using our own aircraft or those of 

cooperating states—to quickly collect nu-
clear debris from the site of any attack, in 
this country or around the world. 

While there is a lot the U.S. can do on its 
own to deter countries from helping nuclear 
terrorists, there is much more we can do 
through cooperation with other govern-
ments. In the aftermath of an attack—or 
much better, if terrorists are caught smug-
gling nuclear material before an attack—sci-
entists would want to compare the samples 
they collect against what is known about 
other countries’ nuclear material, to figure 
out the samples’ country of origin. To enable 
such work, the U.S. should take the lead in 
creating an international nuclear forensics 
library. 

The library could house actual samples of 
nuclear material contributed by partici-
pating countries, validated data about their 
material, or binding agreements to provide 
predetermined data in the immediate after-
math of an attack or smuggling incident. A 
library cannot guarantee that in the wake of 
an attack the world could assign blame to a 
country, but it could be a critical tool in 
narrowing an investigation and debunking 
wild rumors or allegations. Countries might 
hesitate to share their nuclear material, but 
the library could safeguard samples and 
identify their origin only if they matched 
smuggled material or nuclear debris. Any 
country that refused to contribute to a nu-
clear forensics library would risk condemna-
tion or suspicion in the event of a terrorist 
nuclear attack. 

Working out arrangements—to ensure that 
samples and data stay in trusted hands and 
that countries cannot fake the samples or 
data they submit—won’t be easy. That is all 
the more reason to build on existing data 
collections in Russia and Germany and work 
with other countries to craft such a world- 
wide nuclear forensics library. 

Four years ago, I proposed improving our 
nuclear forensics capabilities, but today 
funding for critical nuclear analysis by our 
National Laboratories remains dangerously 
low. Congress must give the labs the re-
sources that they need—and that America’s 
security demands. 

This new form of deterrence must add to, 
not replace, other efforts to prevent nuclear 
terrorism. We must devote far more dollars 
and people to working with Russia and other 
countries to secure and reduce stockpiles of 
nuclear weapons and materials and to re-
move nuclear weapons-usable materials from 
as many sites as possible. The president 
must make this effort his or her personal 
priority. 

Deterrence based on strong nuclear 
forensics is a critical tool to help prevent nu-
clear terrorism. To prevent a nuclear 9/11, we 
must use every tool we have. 
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TRIBUTE TO NOVI MEADOWS 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

HON. THADDEUS G. McCOTTER 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 12, 2007 

Mr. MCCOTTER. Madam Speaker, today I 
rise to honor and acknowledge Novi Meadows 
Elementary School, in Novi, Michigan, for 
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